PROTECTING, PRESERVING AND RESTORING
COLORADO’S CLEAN WATER STARTS WITH YOU.
We’ve all seen water running in the streets and gutters
after a rain or snow storm. Wonder where it goes?
Straight into our local waterways. Why does it matter?
Because along the way, the stormwater picks up all of
the “gunk” on streets and sidewalks– including fertilizers,
pet waste, leaves, grass clippings, and other pollutants.
The result? Nutrient pollution in our lakes and rivers.
Nutrient pollution is not only unsightly, it degrades
our water quality. Excess nitrogen and phosphorus
is the root causes of nutrient pollution and causes
an overgrowth of algae, ultimately removing oxygen
from lakes and rivers– endangering fish, lessening the
recreational opportunities of lakes and rivers, degrading
water quality, and eventually leading to a decline in safe
drinking water.
You can help save our waterways. Incorporating
sustainable landscaping practices can help to reduce
nutrient pollution in stormwater runoff. It can also lead
to healthier plants and lawns that need less pesticides
and fertilize and minimize water use.

Simple ways that you can make a difference:
• Apply the right amount of fertilizer according to the instructions. Clean up
any spills and dispose properly.
• Test the soil to determine its nutrient needs. A soil nutrient analysis kit is
available at most home improvement stores and is an easy, inexpensive way to
determine what your lawn really needs and can reduce costly inputs like water,
fertilizer, pesticides, and unwanted nutrient runoff.
• Fertilizing in the early fall promotes healthy root systems - leading to stronger
more resilient lawns and plants.
• Avoid blowing leaves and grass clippings into the street. It’s best that you
compost or bag it instead.
• Adjust sprinkler systems based on weather conditions and repair leaks to
reduce runoff.
• Consider native plants that naturally adapt to the environment and require less
turf, water, and fertilizer.

The goal of Stormwater Permittees for Local Awareness of
Stream Health is to partner with the community to maximize
our local water quality. Please share this with others in your
organization or community and help us to protect, preserve,
and restore Colorado’s most valuable resource. For more
information, please visit our website at www.splashco.org.
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