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Protect. Connect. Enjoy.

Dear Citizens
Dear Citizens of Arapahoe County,

Healthy Lands. Healthy Communities. Healthy
People.

It’s our vision for making Arapahoe County one of
the best places to live and to raise a family.

As you know, Arapahoe County is home to some
of the best parks, trails and recreational amenities
in the Denver Metro Area and they continue to get
better. Since 2003, Arapahoe County’s Open Spaces
program has conserved more than 31,000 acres of
open space, built more than 51 miles of new trails
and created and enhanced 157 neighborhood and
regional parks.

Thanks to Arapahoe County taxpayers, who
approved the Open Space sales and use tax in 2003
and again in 2011, your tax dollars are being used efficiently and effectively - to protect water quality,
preserve urban and rural open space, protect wildlife
corridors and preserve the County’s rich agricultural
heritage that makes our county landscape unique 2013 Board of County Commissioners: Nancy N. Sharpe, District 2 ; Bill L. Holen, District 5; Nancy A. Doty, District 1;
Nancy Jackson, District 4 and Rod Bockenfeld, District 3.
today.

Studies show that for every $1 invested in open space conservation and protection, there are $3 in tangible economic benefits to the community, making
your Open Space program one of the best investments toward Arapahoe County’s future.
Throughout the next 16 pages, you will see how the Open Spaces program is making a difference. Together with our cities, towns, special districts and
community partners, we are working to protect Arapahoe County’s treasured parks, trails and open space for residents to enjoy today and forever.

We are proud to present to you the 2013 Arapahoe County Open Spaces Community Guide, and hope you will continue to enjoy the parks, paths, trails and
open space that make living in Arapahoe County so special.
Thank you for your support of this wonderful program.
Sincerely,

Arapahoe County Board of County Commissioners
Nancy A. Doty
Nancy N. Sharpe
District 1
District 2
Chair Pro Tem		
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Rod Bockenfeld
District 3
Chair

Nancy Jackson
District 4

Bill L. Holen
District 5
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Open Spaces
Funding the Future of our Open
Spaces, Parks and Trails

In 2003 and 2011, the future-minded voters
of Arapahoe County approved the Open Space
sales and use tax, ensuring the protection and
enhancement of the County’s open spaces, parks
and trails for residents to enjoy today and for
years to come.
The .25 percent Open Space sales and use tax
demonstrates the value Arapahoe County
residents place on quality of life, including open
space and wildlife preservation, water protection
and outdoor recreation. Continuing through
Dec. 31, 2023, the Open Space sales and use tax
supports Arapahoe County’s vision for Healthy
Lands, Healthy Communities and Healthy People.

Funding City and Town Projects

Fifty percent of the Open Space tax revenue
generated by the program is given back to cities
and towns in Arapahoe County for the development
and enhancement of local parks, trails and open
spaces.
In addition, almost 27 percent of the revenue is
used to acquire land for open spaces and trail
systems, and 12 percent of the funds are used to
fund specific grants available to cities, towns and
recreation districts.

In 2012, $8.9 million in shareback funds were
distributed back to participating communities,
and $2.1 million for grants were spread across 17
local projects. The graphic to the right summarizes
the allocation of the Open Spaces sales and use tax.

The City of Centennial and Arapahoe County celebrate the May 2012 grand opening of its award-winning Centennial Center Park,
which was funded in part with Arapahoe County Open Space funds. The park, which is located on the north side of Arapahoe Road
between south Revere Parkway and Vaughn Way, recently won the 2013 Denver Regional Council of Governments People’s Choice
Award.

Arapahoe County Open Space Funds
50 percent

Given back to cities and towns
based on population

26.66 percent

Used to acquire open
space and develop trails

12 percent

Set aside for competitive grants
available to special districts, cities and towns

4 percent

Maximum amount used
for administrative costs

3.24 percent

Covers maintenance costs

4.1 percent

Used to preserve heritage areas

Map Your Money

Would you like to see how your Open Space tax dollars are being spent?

Information on where Open Space tax dollars are being spent in Arapahoe County
is available by visiting the Protect. Connect. Enjoy. map on our web site at www.arapahoegov.com.
You’ll find this interactive map by visiting the ‘Open Space’ page under ‘Departments.’
This easy-to-use web tool allows you to see where tax dollars are being spent to improve
neighborhood and regional parks, connect trails and preserve open space in Arapahoe County.
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Shared Stewardship
South Metro Denver enjoys an abundance of
passive and active recreational areas located
along the natural and man-made waterways that
snake their way through Arapahoe, Denver and
Douglas counties. Thanks to collaborative efforts
between the counties, municipalities and special
recreation districts through which these waters
flow, the waterways and surrounding lands are
now designated for the enjoyment of residents,
present and future alike.

Protecting the High Line Canal

The High Line Canal originally was built for the
purpose of irrigation and included an adjoining
service road closed to the public. Now, hidden
under a mature canopy of cottonwood and oak
trees, what was once reserved exclusively for
maintenance vehicles is now used by residents
for a variety of activities including biking, walking,
running and simply appreciating the area’s native
flora and fauna. The High Line Canal Working
Group determinedly nurtures the overall health
and prosperity of this cherished resource.
Comprised of more than a dozen organizations,
the group is planning for the High Line’s current
and future needs. It also secures funds for vetted
projects that enhance the recreational experience
so people can continue to experience the Canal’s
natural wonders.

High Line Canal Working Group Members
Arapahoe County
City of Aurora
City of Centennial
City of Cherry Hills Village
City and County of Denver
City of Greenwood Village
City of Littleton
Douglas County
Highlands Ranch Metropolitan District
South Suburban Park and Recreation District
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Citizens enjoy the 66-mile linear open space along the High Line Canal Trail.

Participating Entities
Adams County
Arapahoe County Open Space and
Trails Advisory Board
Cherry Hills Land Preserve
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Denver Parks and Recreation
Denver Water
High Line Canal Preservation Association
Sand Creek Regional Greenway
South Metro Land Conservancy
South Suburban Park Foundation
The Trust for Public Land

The High Line Canal Working Group worked
throughout 2012 on a variety of strategic
planning projects to protect the area’s treasured
parks, trails and open spaces. Projects included
proposals for open space acquisitions, trails and
facilities improvements and canopy sustainability.
In addition, studies were conducted to assess the
need for safety and recreational improvements and
to identify recreation and trail connectivity needs.

High Line Canal Study
The High Line Canal Study was conducted to
identify potential project opportunities to
preserve and enhance the recreational user
experience along the Canal. The planning study
was commissioned by the High Line Canal Working
Group and made possible through the Open
Space sales and use tax. This study is available
on our website at www.arapahoegov.com. You
can find a copy by visiting the ‘Open Space’ page
under ‘Departments.’

Iliff Avenue Underpass
In 2012, a new trail underpass was completed as
a joint effort between Arapahoe County, Colorado
Department of Transportation, Denver Water and
the City and County of Denver. The trail underpass
allows pedestrians and cyclists using the High Line
Canal Trail to travel under Iliff Avenue, instead of
crossing the busy four-lane roadway. In addition
to increased safety, traffic flow is improved as
motorists no longer need to stop to accommodate
recreational users crossing Iliff Avenue.
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Enjoying the South Platte

The South Platte River corridor continues to see
urban development and population growth.
With this development comes the need for
environmental viability, beautification and
improved connectivity to the river greenway
and park system.

This goal was originally articulated in 2006 with
the creation of the South Platte Working Group.
Comprised of 21 local jurisdictions and agencies
the group has contributed more than $25 million
in funding for more than 20 projects since its
inception.
In 2012, the group turned its attention to river
restoration, tree screening, educational opportunities and the creation of additional connections
to the river, with the goal of expanding the urban
oasis along the South Platte River.

Our Progress Takes Flight Award
Each year, Arapahoe County recognizes
outstanding stewardship in conservation and
protection of the great outdoors with an
Our Progress Takes Flight Award.

The citizen-led Sales Tax Reauthorization
Committee received the County’s 2012
Our Progress Takes Flight Award, recognizing its
leadership, cooperation and stewardship to
ensure the conservation and protection of the
great outdoors.

South Platte River

Members of the South Platte Working Group
Arapahoe County
Arapahoe County Open Space
and Trails Advisory Board
City of Englewood
City of Littleton
City of Sheridan
South Metro Land Conservancy
South Suburban Park and Recreation District
South Suburban Park Foundation
Town of Columbine Valley
Urban Drainage and Flood Control District
Partners or Stakeholders
Colorado Water Conservation Board
Great Outdoors Colorado
US Army Corps of Engineers

Arapahoe County Commissioners present the 2012 Our Progress Takes Flight Award to the Sales Tax Reauthorization Committee.
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Connecting Communities
Connecting Communities along
the Cherry Creek Basin

The Cherry Creek Basin winds its way from
Castlewood Canyon in Douglas County, through
Cherry Creek Reservoir and ends at Confluence
Park in the north, where it meets the South Platte
River. Along the way, it provides a variety of
unique, multi-terrain recreational opportunities
to residents of metro Denver.
In February 2009, the first meeting of the Cherry
Creek Basin Working Group took place. This
group consists of more than 15 municipalities
and organizations in the tri-county area and
focuses regionally on open space, parks and trail
needs of the Cherry Creek Basin.
The Group’s goal is to conserve and protect the
Basin’s resources by connecting trails, preserving
open space, and enhancing parks and recreation
for all to enjoy.

Members of the Cherry Creek Basin
Working Group
Arapahoe County
Arapahoe County Open Space and Trails
Advisory Board		
Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners
City of Aurora
City of Centennial
City and County of Denver
City of Glendale
City of Greenwood Village
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Douglas County
Parker Jordan Metropolitan District
South Metro Land Conservancy
Town of Parker
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Riparian vegetation is plentiful along the Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park, which is located in the heart of Arapahoe
County’s urban corridor.

In 2012, the Cherry Creek Basin Working Group
added to Cherry Creek Basin’s legacy with the
following projects:

Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park
A project is currently underway to reclaim a stable
stream corridor and expand recreational and
educational amenities in the Cherry Creek Valley
Ecological Park. In addition, the project will
improve both water flow and quality in Cherry
Creek, improve flood control for stormwater,
preserve and enhance wildlife habitat and
riparian vegetation, reduce channelization
of the stream bed and protect bridges and
other resources from erosion.
Village Greens North Park
What was once open land is now home to a new
urban-style mountain bike and 18-hole disc golf
course as a result of Open Space dollars at work.
This project helped meet the community’s desire
for more diverse recreational opportunities.

More than two miles of single track dirt trails
meander through the 90-acre park, complete
with obstacles, such as switchbacks, rock terrain,
logs, drop-offs and water crossings. For less
experienced riders, strategically placed bypasses
offer a less challenging but enjoyable approach
to the course.

Commissioner Nancy Sharpe and Greenwood Village Mayor
Ron Rakowsky help celebrate the grand opening of the mountain
bike course at Village Greens North Park in Greenwood Village.
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Norton Farms Trail Link allows easy access to the Cherry
Creek Regional Trail.

Norton Farms Trail Link
In response to citizen input, a regional trail
connection was completed in 2012, allowing
users easier access to the Cherry Creek Regional
Trail and the historic 17 Mile House Farm Park
property. Through a joint effort between Arapahoe
County and the Town of Parker, users can cross
from Douglas County into Arapahoe County via
a paved link between Parker’s Norton Farm Trail
and the Cherry Creek Regional Trail. Providing
another access point to the extremely popular
Cherry Creek Regional Trail was a top priority for
the Cherry Creek Basin Working Group, in order
to help bring citizens closer to the area’s rich
agricultural history and recreational paths.
Low-Water Crossing at Arapahoe
Trailhead at Cherry Creek
Crossing Cherry Creek at the Arapahoe Trailhead
will no longer be a concern after the 2012
completion of a low-river crossing structure. The
low water crossing provides a bridge when water
flow is low. In addition, the low-water crossing
allows for future connections with the Cherry
Creek Trail and will eventually allow users to cross
under Arapahoe Road to the north or south to
Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park and beyond.

A resident enjoys passive and active recreation opportunties along the trails of the Parker Jordan - Centennial Open Space.

Environmental Improvements at Parker
Jordan – Centennial Open Space
This 107-acre open space along Cherry Creek in
Centennial opened in August, following significant
open space reclamation and stream restoration
efforts.

Located just south of Cherry Creek Valley
Ecological Park, the new open space compliments
an existing 300 acres of nature in the Cherry
Creek Basin. Visitors can enjoy fitness stations, a
5K loop trail and a computer kiosk explaining the
history and ecology at the site. Funding partners
included Parker Jordan Metropolitan District,
City of Centennial, Great Outdoors Colorado,
Urban Drainage and Flood Control District,
Southeast Metro Stormwater Authority, Cherry
Creek Basin Water Quality Authority and Arapahoe
County Open Spaces.
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Awarding Grants
Arapahoe County sets aside 12 percent of the
revenue generated by the Open Space sales tax
each year for competitive grants to eligible
municipalities and special districts.

Since 2004, 106 projects throughout Arapahoe
County have been funded with $18 million in
Open Space grants. In 2012, $2.1 million were
awarded to 17 projects, with $1 million of matching
funds committed by the grant recipients.

Applicants complete in three categories, which
allows for similar projects to be evaluated against
one another, and for agencies with large or small
budgets to compete. Applicants are required to
contribute their own matching funds for each
project in order to be considered.
A sampling of projects funded by Open Space
grants in 2012 include:

Cornerstone Park Skate Park
Renovation in Littleton

Before
South Suburban Park and Recreation
District used an Open Space Grant to
upgrade skate park ramps at
Cornerstone Park.

After

An Arapahoe County grant was used by the South
Suburban Park and Recreation District to replace
the worn wooden skate ramps with new, state-ofthe-art maintenance free steel ramps at Cornerstone Park. South Suburban used its matching
funds to add picnic tables, benches and wind
screens, further adding to the skate park’s
amenities.

Irving Street Bridge at Bear Creek

A $144,700 grant was awarded to the City of
Sheridan to replace a deteriorating and heavilyused pedestrian and cyclist bridge, which provides
a safer connection to the Bear Creek Regional
Trail and nearby parks and trails.
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The City of Sheridan installed a stateof-the-art pedestrian and cyclist bridge
with a $144,700 Arapahoe County Open
Space Grant.
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Centennial Center Park

A $250,000 grant to the City of Centennial was
used for construction of the City’s premier
outdoor showcase, Centennial Center Park. The
Colorado-themed recreation area features a
variety of historic, geologic and educational
elements, in addition to swings, slides and other
playground staples. An ecological timeline of the
Cherry Creek Basin’s history is featured in the
main plaza and includes fun facts, along with a
map of the Cherry Creek Watershed.

High Line Canal Tree Planting Plan

Cherry Hills Village was awarded $7,200 for a
planning grant to identify areas along 3.2 miles
of the High Line Canal where the existing tree
canopy needs to be replaced. The plan will be
implemented in coming years as older trees need
replacement and gaps in the tree canopy can be
filled.

Children enjoy state-of-the-art playground equipment at Centennial Center Park.

Creekside Park Addition

An area that had long been a vacant lot and
former landfill site is now a lush green open
space adjoining the popular Creekside Park in
Glendale, thanks to a $206,000 Open Space grant
provided to the City of Glendale. In addition to an
abundance of Open Space available for pick-up
football and soccer games, the grant helped fund
picnic areas and adequate lighting to encourage a
variety of community use.

Before
Previously, an unusable landfill site and vacant lot
sat adjacent to Creekside Park.

After
Today, a lush expanse of lawn is available for a variety of activities,
such as picnics and athletic activities.

Byers Park and Recreation
District Master Plan

A $15,000 grant was awarded to the Byers Park
and Recreation District for the development of a
Master Plan, which evaluated existing recreational
resources, identified the area’s future needs and
prioritized recommendations for future improvements. The plan was developed with considerable
input from the surrounding community and will
guide the planning process for years to come.

Carson Park, Aurora, completed a park renovation thanks to Arapahoe County grant dollars.
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Honoring our Heritage
As Colorado’s first county, Arapahoe County’s
heritage areas teach us a great deal about the
history, nature and culture of our region. In order
to protect and enhance these areas, a portion of
the Arapahoe County Open Space sales and use
tax is allocated to preserve and enhance two
designated heritage areas, the 17 Mile House Farm
Park and the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds Park.

17 Mile House Farm Park

The 17 Mile House Farm Park is located along
Parker Road on the border of Arapahoe and
Douglas Counties and adjacent to Cherry Creek.
The 17 Mile House originally served as a resting
place for travelers on the wagon trails to Denver,
and is one of six mile houses which were located
every two-to- three miles along Cherry Creek in
the 1800s. In addition to providing meals, mile
houses offered a place to rest animals or repair
coaches or wagons heading west. The 17 Mile
House derives its name from the distance from
the house to the intersection of Colfax Avenue and
Broadway in Denver.

In 2001, a partnership led by Arapahoe County
and coordinated by the Trust for Public Land
was formed to acquire and preserve the 17 Mile
House property. In 2001, nine entities collaborated
to preserve this piece of Colorado history and
provide an open space area for the public to enjoy.
Acquisition partners included Arapahoe County,
Douglas County, Town of Parker, Great Outdoors
Colorado, Gates Family Foundation, Colorado State
Historical Fund, Urban Drainage and Flood Control
District, City of Aurora, and Trust for Public Land.
The property is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.
October 2012 marked the grand opening and
completed restoration of the 17 Mile House.
A Fall Festival was held to celebrate the Park’s
opening to the public. Festival goers enjoyed
hayrides, a pumpkin patch, musical entertainment,
historic tours, petting zoo and apple cider. The
2013 Fall Festival will take place again in late
October.

10

Arapahoe County Commissioners were joined by Ruth Race Dolan and Jack Race, former residents of 17 Mile House, at the
grand opening of the Farm Park in October 2012.

Today, visitors to 17 Mile House Farm Park can
step back in time and experience an 1860s mile
house, barn, grain silo, loafing shed and milk
parlor. A new trailhead leads visitors through
the property to Cherry Creek Regional Trail. The
property also features picnic tables, a parking lot
and a restroom. Adjoining open space properties
serve as a regional wildlife corridor and provide
key habitat for deer, coyote and raptors.
Arapahoe County, in partnership with the
Colorado State Historical Fund, recently worked
to restore the house in accordance with the
17 Mile House Master Plan created in 2007. As
the only mile house in the area that remains in
its rural setting, its preservation is important to
the history of the region. The Master Plan details
conservation and restoration requirements, land
and structure usage, and educational components
in an effort to preserve Colorado’s rich history,
while at the same time provide an open space
area for people to enjoy.

Two historic replica windmills now stand at the Farm Park.
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Arapahoe County Fairgrounds Park
Arapahoe County’s rich agricultural heritage and
western culture is proudly represented by the
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds Park, the second
designated heritage area in the county.

Arapahoe County acquired the 236-acre property
east of E-470 on Quincy Avenue in 2000. A portion
of the Open Space sales and use tax and other
funding streams were used to construct the
fairgrounds and an exhibit hall in time for the
100- year celebration of the Arapahoe County
Fair in 2006. Since then, the County has worked
to complete a Fairgrounds Park Master Plan, which
serves to guide the ongoing development and use of
the fairgrounds park.

Today the fairgrounds site houses a 35,000
square foot event center, rodeo arena, outdoor
entertainment venue, and a sheriff substation.
The facilities provide for a variety of event and
rental opportunities including the Arapahoe
County Fair, graduations, receptions, exhibits and
events. Future plans call for a horse barn, office
and maintenance facilities and a trail system for
horseback riding, cycling and nature walks.
Information on rental of the Fairground facility is
available by calling 303-795-4953.

The Arapahoe County Fairgrounds Park and Event Center is
host to a variety of events each year, including the Repticon
Reptile Convention.

The City of Aurora hosts its annual Punkin’ Chunkin’ festival at the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds Park.
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Preserving the Plains
Arapahoe County and its citizens take great pride
in the stewardship of the eastern portion of the
county.

This predominately rural area is dependent upon
the conservation of land and water resources in
order to support farming and ranching. Citizens
in eastern Arapahoe County greatly value their
agricultural heritage, recognize the threats to this
lifestyle, and take an active role in the preservation
and management of their land. Open Space
dollars promote this way of life and cultural
landscape through a variety of means, including
easements, land conservation and agricultural
leasing.

Bijou Canyons Conservation

In 2012, nearly 1,100 acres of the Bijou Canyons
southeast of Strasburg were added to the 9,000-acre
West Bijou Site owned by the Plains Conservation
Center. Through a strategic partnership between
the West Arapahoe Conservation District, South
Metro Land Conservancy, Colorado Open Lands,
Trust for Public Land, Marrs Family Farms, Arapahoe
County Open Spaces and the Plains Conservation
Center, the entire property is protected by a
permanent conservation easement.

Bijou Basin Open Space, south of Byers, is protected by a conservation easement.

Richmil Ranch Open Space

Richmil Ranch Open Space, near the Town of
Deer Trail, opened to the public in 2012. The
352-acre natural area preserves farm and rangeland and wildlife habit, and offers space for
outdoor recreation opportunities. Visitors can
enjoy three miles of soft-surface trails for walking,
running, biking and horseback riding amidst
prairie, farm and riparian woodlands. The site
features restrooms, a picnic shelter and a restored
historic windmill.
Just a quick note to let you know that the
horse folks out here are really enjoying riding
on the Richmil trails!
						
– J.W., Citizen

Baby Pronghorn Antelope at the Plains Conservation Center’s
West Bijou Site, just hours after birth.
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Families enjoyed a one-time opportunity to cut firewood
at Richmil Ranch to help clean up the property.
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County Fair
The Arapahoe County Fair has been a summer
tradition since 1906, where citizens celebrate
their agricultural heritage, recognize the remarkable
in everyday citizens and share a sense of pride in
the community.

The 2013 Fair will take place July 24-28 at the
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds Park. It’s the best
bargain of the summer, with all stage, arena and
tent entertainment included with general admission.
• Enjoy returning favorites, including the
DDRA demolition derby, open and junior
rodeos, kids’ mutton bustin’ and two nights of
fireworks.
• Grab a seat for the new, high-energy National
Sled Pullers’ Association truck and tractor pull.
• Cheer on swine with speed at the new daily
Pig Races.
• Check out the talents of herding canines and
their handlers at the new Rocky Mountain
Stockdog Association trials.
• Bring the little ones for free, interactive fun
in the Petting Zoo, Lil’ Arena and Kid Corral.
• Eat and shop with more than 40 vendors.
• Enjoy live musical entertainment by 13
bands on the Main Stage.

Free for Kids

General admission for the 2013 Fair is FREE
Wednesday-Thursday (July 24-25) and just $5
Friday-Sunday (July 26-28) for ages 13 and up.
Kids ages 12 and under get in
free all week. Parking is $5
per vehicle daily. Carnival
rides, midway games and
select activities are sold
separately. Buy tokens and
pay per ride or get a daily
unlimited carnival ride pass
for $25.
Attendees of all ages enjoy a
variety of fair activities.

4-H, The Heart of the Fair

Brew Festivals

Visit the Main Hall at the Fair to see 4-H projects
on display, and stroll through the barns to meet
exhibitors and their rabbits, goats, sheep, poultry
and cattle.

Find information and a schedule of events at
www.arapahoecountyfair.com.

Arapahoe County 4-H has long
been the ‘heart’ of the Fair. Local
4-H youth spend months preparing
their projects and animals for the
Fair, where they will compete for
the judges’ nod, prize ribbons and
cash premiums.

Amateur brewers can enter beer, cider or mead
in the 3rd Annual Battle of the Homebrews, a
nationally sanctioned competition held pre-Fair
on July 20. Also new to the Fair, a dozen local micro
and craft brewers will compete in the Centennial
Rotary Craft Brew Festival on Saturday, July 27,
with samples available to adults, ages 21 and up
for $25 per person to benefit the Rotary Club.

Show support on Saturday, July 27 as a bidder at
the Junior Livestock Auction, where 4-H youth
will sell quality market animals to help support
their future education.

Family-Friendly Contests

Fairgoers can take part in the fun by competing
in armwrestling, hoppin’ horse race and pie eating
contests. Residents from any county also are
invited to enter their handmade and homegrown
treasures in the Open Class Competition for a
chance to win ribbons and cash prizes. Culinary
arts, fiber arts, visual arts, horticulture and
floriculture exhibits will be on display in the
Main Hall throughout the Fair.

Thirteen bands will entertain on the main stage in 2013.

The rodeo is a spectator favorite each year at the Arapahoe County Fair, 25690 E. Quincy Avenue, Aurora, Colorado.
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Volunteer
Thousands of residents visit Arapahoe County
parks and trails throughout the year. In an effort
to keep them looking their best, the County is
delighted to work with individuals and groups
who share our passion for preservation and
enhancement of our parks and natural lands.

Volunteer Support

Outdoor enthusiasts volunteered more than
2,156 hours of service to Arapahoe County’s
Open Spaces in 2012. From Girl Scout and Eagle
Scout groups to AmeriCorps members, volunteers
planted willow whips in cooperation with the
Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners, transplanted
trees, and cleared and widened natural surface
trails, among other general maintenance projects.
To find out how you can volunteer, call 303-7387938 or visit www.arapahoegov.com and click on
Volunteer Opportunities from the Services dropdown menu.

Youth volunteer to distribute wood mulch around flower beds and trees for water conservation purposes.

Board and Committee Members

The Open Space and Trails Advisory Board is
comprised of seven citizen volunteers. These
members are tasked with evaluating proposed
projects and making recommendations to the Board
of County Commissioners. Each Commissioner
appoints one citizen member from his/her district
to serve on the advisory, and two Arapahoe
County residents to serve as at-large members.
Members serve a three-year term and become
integrally involved in shaping the future of our
parks, trails and open spaces.

It was a great honor when I was asked to
join the OSTAB group last year. I have a deep
interest in the building of trails, parks and the
preservation of open space in our communities.
The citizens of Arapahoe County were very
forward thinking when they voted the open
space tax not once, but two times.
Being a member of OSTAB and able to
participate in giving direction to the
expenditure of those funds is a great
opportunity as well as a big responsibility.
						
– Dale Flowers, OSTAB Board Member

A volunteer dressed as Henry Horse interacted with
participants at the Arapahoe County Fair.

The Open Space and Trails Advisory Board reviews an
open space and parks proposal.
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Parks and Recreation
Arapahoe County Open Space, Parks and Trails
720-874-6540
www.arapahoegov.com
Arapahoe County Recreation District
720-874-6540
www.arapahoegov.com

Arapahoe Park and Recreation District
303-269-8415
www.aprd.org
Aurora Parks and Open Space
303-739-7160
www.auroragov.org

Englewood Parks and Recreation
303-762-2685
www.englewoodrec.org
Foxfield
303-680-1544

www.foxfieldcolorado.com

Glendale Sports Center
303-639-4711

www.glendale.co.us

Greenwood Village Parks, Trails and Recreation
303-486-5773
www.greenwoodvillage.com

Bennett Park and Recreation District		
Littleton Parks, Trails and Open Space
303-644-5040
www.bennettrec.org
303-798-5131
www.littletongov.org
Byers Park and Recreation District
303-822-9766
Bow Mar
303-794-6065

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Programs
303-762-2200
www.ci.sheridan.co.us

www.bowmar.gov

Smoky Hill Metro District Parks
303-693-3414 www.smokyhillmetrodistrict.org

Cherry Creek Vista Park and Recreation District
303-771-2717
www.ccvprd.org

South Suburban Park and Recreation District
303-798-5131
www.ssprd.org

Centennial Open Space, Parks and Trails
303-325-8000
www.centennialcolorado.com

Columbine Valley
303-795-1434

www.columbinevalley.org

Deer Trail Parks and Recreation
303-769-4464
www.deertrailcolorado.org

Strasburg Metro Park and Recreation District
303-622-4260
www.strasburgparks.org

Sundance Hills Swim and Tennis Club
303-770-9346

Open Spaces Mission
Protect Arapahoe County’s treasured parks,
trails and open space for residents to enjoy
today and forever.
Vision
Healthy Lands
Healthy Communities
Healthy People

Open Space and Trails Advisory Board
The seven-member Open Space and
Trails Advisory Board is responsible for
reviewing proposed projects and making
recommendations to the Board of County
Commissioners on the distribution of
Open Space funds.
Members are appointed by the Board of
County Commissioners and serve
three-year terms. 2013 members include:
Dale Flowers, District 1
Todd Miller, District 2
Larry Sargent, District 3
Linda Strand, District 4
Sharon Powers, District 5
Beverly Bradshaw, At Large
Jonathan Carrick, At Large

Editors
Daniel Einarsen
Stacey Johnson
Haley McKean
Andrea Rasizer
Creative
Liz Ellis

2013 Community Guide was produced
by Arapahoe County Communication Services
and Open Spaces.

Photo Credits
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Daniel Einarsen
Chuck Fleming
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City of Greenwood Village
South Suburban Park and Recreation District
Steve Sokolik
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Nancy A. Doty, District 1

Nancy N. Sharpe, District 2

Rod Bockenfeld, District 3

Nancy Jackson, District 4

Bill L. Holen, District 5

Arapahoe County Open Spaces
6934 S. Lima Street Unit A | Centennial, CO 80112-3853
720-874-6540 | www.arapahoegov.com
Efficiency in Government
This annual report to our citizens was printed and distributed for just 18 cents a copy – that’s cheaper than a postage stamp and just another
innovative way Arapahoe County keeps you informed of the accomplishments of your Open Spaces program.

