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Our Mission

Enhancing your quality
of life through
exceptional delivery
of services and efficient use
of public funds.

Our Vision

Arapahoe County
First in Colorado, First in Service
Your County of Choice

Our Values

To achieve our vision,
we dedicate ourselves to:
Service First
Excellent Quality
Responsive Government
Visionary Thinking
Innovation
Caring Leadership
Effective Communication
Fiscal Responsibility
Integrity
Respect for Others
Safety
Teamwork

In just five years, Arapahoe County has supported a wide variety
of parks, trails and open space throughout the County. Here’s a
list of some of the projects that have received Arapahoe County
open space funding in your area.
Arapahoe Park and Recreation District
Spring Creek Park Development Phase I & II
Piney Creek Regional Trail and Hollow Park Pavilion
Cherry Creek Vista Park & Recreation District
Sunset and Orchard Parks Trail Enhancements
Aurora
Great Plains Park Shade Structures
Aurora Reservoir Noxious Weed Control
Red-Tailed Hawk Park
Coal Creek Adventure Park
AWQUA Lounge
Black Forest Natural Area
Senac Creek Open Space
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds and Regional Park
Bennett
Kiowa Creek Open Space
Byers
West Bijou Creek Conservation Easement
Centennial
17 Mile House Farm Park Barn & House Stabilization
Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park Improvements
South Cherry Creek Stream Stabilization, Bridges and Regional Trail
Community Park Expansions
Cherry Hills Village
Asphalt Trail Overlay Phase I & II
Meade Park Horse Arena Restoration
Big Dry Creek Trail
Volunteer Park
Deer Trail
Middle Bijou Creek Ranch Conservation Easement
Richmil/Helling Ranch Open Space
Englewood
Platte River Bike/Pedestrian Trail Bridges
Duncan Park Acquisition
Belleview Park Picnic Shelter Improvements
Mary Carter Greenway Expansion and Buffer Trails
Englewood Trailhead Improvement
Oxbow Wetlands

Foxfield
McDanal Open Space Acquisition
Norfolk Open Space and Trails
Glendale
Infinity Park Complex: Seminary Park Expansion and
Development
Greenwood Village
Marjorie Perry Nature Preserve & Inholdings Acquisition
Highline Farm Conservation Easement
Tommy Davis Park Phase I
Alexander Lane Equestrian Park
Village Greens Park North
Littleton
Murray I Acquisition
Sheridan
Persinger Park and Trail Development
West Oxford Ave at Hazel Court Open Space Acquisition
Bear Creek Open Space and Trail Bridge
Hills at Cherry Creek Metro District
Hills Sports Courts and Fence Replacement
Hills Playground/Picnic Facilities Replacement
Parker Jordan Metro District
Broncos Parkway Trailhead Phase I & II
Smoky Hill Metro District
Gold Rush Park Renovation
South Suburban Parks & Recreation District
Oxbow Trail Link Big Dry Creek Regional Greenway
Willow Creek Park Upgrades
Mary Carter Greenway Superchi Improvements (Reynolds
Landing)
Wynetka Ponds Phase II Outdoor Recreation Features
Ketring Park Wetlands Improvements & Phase III
Big Dry Creek Trail
Strasburg Metro Parks and Recreation District
Lyons, 5-Acres and Turner Parks
Unincorporated Arapahoe County
Cheyenne/Arapaho Park Expansion
Welch Park

Arapahoe County, Colorado
5334 S. Prince St.
Littleton, CO 80166-0001
www.co.arapahoe.co.us
Arapahoe County Open Space
10730 E. Briarwood Ave.
Centennial, CO 80112-3853



What Progress has Preserved

The Open Space and Trails Advisory Board is made up of interested citizens appointed by the Arapahoe County Commissioners.
From left: Commissioner Rod Bockenfeld, Bobbie Sheffield, Marc Scott, Ellen Belef, Brian Bertsch, Bob LeGare,
Commissioner Susan Beckman, Mike Rosser and Gary Pratt
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What Progress has Preserved
Dear citizens of Arapahoe County,
When Arapahoe County voters created the Open Space Program and the quarter-cent sales and use tax to fund it, the landscape of our great county
changed.
You can see additional trail connections that wind through cities and towns, picnic facilities and parks that give families a place to come together, and
miles and miles of open space, just as it was seen by the pioneers and Native Americans who came before us, preserved forever.
Thanks to you, the Arapahoe County Open Space Program is making a real impact on your city, town and neighborhood. Since the program’s inception in
2004, Arapahoe County has distributed nearly $60 million back to communities and special districts for projects that are preserving, protecting and making
great progress in our vision to make Arapahoe County – Your County of Choice.
Throughout our 2008 Open Space Annual
Report, you will see dozens of examples of
What Progress has Preserved. From a pedestrian
bridge over the South Platte River in Englewood,
to a trail connection in Centennial, to acres of
farmland near Byers that will be preserved forever,
the Arapahoe County Open Space Program is
making great strides in the quest to provide
outdoor recreational opportunities and vistas that
you can enjoy.
Without your support, the investments into these
parks, trails and open space projects, and the
ability to leverage additional dollars to fund them
would not be possible.
As we develop our Open Space Master Plan this
year, we hope you’ll get involved and give us your
feedback on what you want to see in the Arapahoe
County Open Space Program. Your comments
are important and will help shape your county’s
future. For more information, call 720-874-6500 or
visit our web site at www.co.arapahoe.co.us.
In the meantime, we hope you will visit a park,
take your family on a trail and explore where it
takes you. You’ll see that the much needed escape
from the hustle and bustle of daily life is right in
your own backyard.
Sincerely,

From left: Commissioners Jim Dyer, Frank Weddig, Susan Beckman, Rod Bockenfeld and Pat Noonan

Arapahoe County Board of County Commissioners
Susan Beckman
District 1 - Chairman

Jim Dyer
District 2

Rod Bockenfeld
District 3

Pat Noonan
District 4

Frank Weddig
District 5

What Progress has Preserved
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Arapahoe County Open Space
Overview

In 2003, voters approved a county wide quartercent sales and use tax to pay for the preservation
of open space and community parks and trails in
Arapahoe County. The tax collection began Jan.
1, 2004 and is set to expire Dec. 31, 2013.
For every $1 spent in Arapahoe County,
a quarter of a cent is used to:
Preserve urban and rural open space and
		 natural areas;
Protect lands that preserve water quality in
		 rivers, lakes and streams;
Provide, maintain and improve
		 neighborhood parks, open space,
		 sports fields, picnic facilities and
		 multi-use trails;
Protect wildlife habitat and corridors;
Preserve agriculture and ranchlands, and;
Enhance and maintain designated heritage
		 areas.
l

l

“Preserving the beauty and ensuring the environmental
integrity of the Kiowa Creek Corridor for future
generations is of vital importance. Arapahoe County
Commissioners and Open Space staff are to be
commended for their foresight and efforts to preserve
lands in eastern Arapahoe County and we look forward
to working together to plan for and develop open space,
parks and trails in our area.”

l

Mayor Sue Horn
Town of Bennett

l

l

l

Arapahoe County Open Space Funds
Revenue from the Open Space sales and use tax is designated for
specific uses. Here is a breakdown of how funding is spent.

28.16 percent

Is used to acquire open
space and develop trails

50 percent

Is given back to cities and towns
based on population

12 percent

Is set aside for competitive grants
available to special districts, cities and towns

3.6 percent

Is used to preserve heritage areas

3 percent

Is the maximum amount used
for administrative costs
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3.24 percent

Covers maintenance costs
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Preserving Open Space
An exciting component of the work of Arapahoe
County’s Open Space Program is knowing
that today’s actions will forever change the
future. Over the past five years, the County has
protected more than 15,000 acres of land that
preserves natural habitats and wildlife corridors,
protects sweeping vistas of the eastern plains
and provides outdoor recreational opportunities
for residents of all ages. You can rest easy
knowing that the steps taken today to protect
these natural assets will be available for your
children’s children to enjoy for a long time.

Arapahoe County awards $375,000
to City of Greenwood Village for
purchase of urban nature preserve

In February 2008, the Board of County
Commissioners awarded $375,000 in Open
Space funds that gave Greenwood Village
the matching dollars needed to acquire four
acres on the Marjorie Perry Nature Preserve,
protecting scenic property that would have been
developed.
It’s truly a breathtaking property and one that
Arapahoe County residents will enjoy for years
to come. Opportunities like this don’t come
along very often and when they do Arapahoe
County is working alongside communities and
recreation districts to take the necessary steps
to protect the land. It’s the partnership between
Arapahoe County and Greenwood Village that
makes projects like these come to fruition.

The Marjorie Perry Nature Preserve consists of
55 acres of open space that serves as a prime
wildlife habitat in Greenwood Village. The land
is located on the west end of the preserve along
the High Line Canal.

Picture Perfect: A view protected
for generations to come

In an effort to preserve a pristine wildlife habitat
and native lands, Arapahoe County approved
the purchase of 265 acres along Kiowa Creek for
open space near the Town of Bennett with
$1.27 million in Arapahoe County Open Space
funds.
The open space along Kiowa Creek is another
significant purchase since the program’s
inception, which was made possible with the
help of Trust for Public Land. The open space
adds to the growing network of public and
privately conserved agricultural and wildlife
properties that serve to protect the western
heritage of Arapahoe County.
While the property is currently closed to the
public, County staff will conduct additional
assessments of the land, meet with neighbors,
define boundaries and manage vegetation over
the next few months.

Creating a big backyard for the
residents of Glendale

With a population of 5,000 and only three single
family homes, Glendale residents don’t have
much access to the delights and benefits of a
backyard to relax, picnic and play in. But that is
about to change.
Thanks to a partnership between Arapahoe
County and the City of Glendale, residents will
have an additional eight acres of open space as
part of the Infinity Park Complex that will serve
as the City’s new backyard playground.
In a heavily populated area of Arapahoe County,
the opportunities to create a park, let alone a
passive open space park are rare. Glendale has
really created a gift for their citizens and we are
excited to partner with them.
As part of the agreement, the County will commit
$3.375 million from the Arapahoe County Open
Space funds to purchase land and transform a
property that included old vacant apartment
buildings in much need of repair into passive
open space in the City of Glendale. In addition,
the move approves a conservation easement that
ensures the land will stay that way forever.
One of the unique attributes of Infinity Park
is the connectivity to the Cherry Creek Trail.
Construction began at Infinity Park in 2007. It
is home to the first municipally owned rugby
stadium in America, athletic fields, a recreational
center, and event center.

Spectacular sunsets can be seen along Kiowa Creek in Bennett

What Progress has Preserved
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Power of Partnerships
The overriding success of Arapahoe County’s
Open Space Program is attributed to the
Power of Partnerships. By working with other
counties, cities, towns and recreational districts,
together we are able to leverage funds and
pool resources to provide parks and trails and
preserve native land for everyone to enjoy.

Enhance the South Platte River corridor
Convened by Arapahoe County in 2006 as
a collaborative, consensus-based regional
approach to protecting the South Platte River
corridor, the South Platte Working Group has
racked up several accomplishments in its two
year existence.
The group has secured more than $28 million in
funding, including a Legacy grant from Great
Outdoors Colorado; acquired several parcels;
began a planning process and won the Denver
Regional Council of Government’s highest honor
for their collaborative work to protect the South
Platte.
It’s improving major east-west trail connections
to the river, such as the High Line Canal, and
building upon the preservation and recreational
activities that already exist.
Here are some of the South Platte Greenway
Legacy completed projects that are expanding
an urban oasis and enhancing the quality of life
in western Arapahoe County:
Oxbow Wetlands Acquisition
Murray Phase I Acquisition
Highline Farm Conservation Easement
Bear Creek Trail Bridge
High Line Canal Trail Link
South Platte Pedestrian Bridge
Reynolds Landing (Superchi)
Big Dry Creek Trail at Broadway



Three counties, one vision for the
Cherry Creek Basin
With the success of the South Platte Working
Group, Arapahoe County decided to take the
concept to new heights, setting its sights on the
Cherry Creek Watershed, known as one of the
most recognizable and treasured natural assets
in the south metro Denver area with Confluence
Park, Cherry Creek Dam and miles of trails that
wind through Douglas, Arapahoe and Denver
counties.
Together with Denver and Douglas counties,
Arapahoe County launched a new multijurisdiction effort called the Cherry Creek
Basin Working Group to create a legacy for
Cherry Creek and change the face of the corridor
forever. In 2008, the County’s Open Space
Program convened a meeting of more than 20
jurisdictions and agencies to create a working
group that will build on the past work in the
Cherry Creek Basin and work together to make
future improvements, such as adding open
space buffers and connecting trails in an effort to
beautify and enhance Cherry Creek.
Using Open Space tax dollars approved by
voters in 2003, Arapahoe County is providing
$3 million in seed money, which will be used to
help leverage new dollars for conservation in the
Cherry Creek Basin.

Denver City Council member Peggy Lehmann, Arapahoe
County Commissioner Susan Beckman and Douglas County
Commissioner Jack Hilbert, attend an Arapahoe County Open
Space meeting Sept. 25 to launch a new multi-jurisdiction
effort to work together to create a legacy for Cherry Creek

The South Platte Working Group looks at potential projects
along the South Platte River

The Mary Carter Greenway along the South Platte River in Littleton

What Progress has Preserved
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Open Space Shareback Funds

Arapahoe County has the largest shareback
program of its kind in Colorado with 50 percent
of the open space tax distributed directly to
participating cities and towns within Arapahoe
County. These funds are used for each
community’s specific parks and open space needs.
In 2008, Arapahoe County distributed $10.2
million in shareback funds, which was divided
among the following, based on population:
City of Aurora
$5.7 million
Town of Bennett
$6,945
City of Centennial
$2.1 million
City of Cherry Hills Village
$133,785
Town of Columbine Valley
$27,280
Town of Deer Trail
$12,475
City of Englewood
$700,842
Town of Foxfield
$16,982
City of Glendale
$103,501
City of Greenwood Village
$291,671
City of Littleton
$842,682
City of Sheridan
$117,805
l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

City of Aurora
Great Plains Park Shade Structures
Since the opening of the Great Plains Park,
Aurora residents have flocked to enjoy its most
popular feature – the sprayground. This $60,000
grant allows Aurora to install shade structures
around the popular sprayground to provide
protective shady spaces for families to watch
kids play.
City of Aurora
Noxious Weed Control
As a result of years of drought followed by
heavy rain in 2007, 684 acres of the Aurora
Reservoir and Pronghorn Natural Area saw
an explosion of noxious and invasive weeds.
The $65,600 grant allows the city to provide
treatment including mowing, chemical
applications and biological controls.

l

l

l

l

Open Space Grants

To help cities, towns, recreation and special
districts obtain the funding they need to help
finish projects that provide residents with parks,
trails and open space, Arapahoe County sets
aside 12 percent of its Open Space revenue for
competitive grants.

City of Cherry Hills Village
Asphalt Trail Overlay, Phase III
In order to enhance and improve the major
arterial trails throughout Cherry Hills Village,
the city purchased equipment to perform an
asphalt overlay. A $42,900 grant allows the
city to purchase materials to improve the trails
that parallel Quincy Avenue, Holly Street and
Colorado Boulevard. By working in house,
Cherry Hills Village is saving approximately
$24,600 per mile.

Since 2004, Arapahoe County has
distributed almost $9.3 million
in grants, which has resulted in
52 open space, parks and trails
projects in 13 communities across
Arapahoe County.
• 11 open space acquisitions of
		651 acres
•	20 park projects
•	20 trails (including 4 pedestrian
		 bridges)
• 1 master planning process
• 1 environmental education
		 program
•	2 ponds
• 1 conservation easement
•	2 management & maintenance
		 projects

In 2008, Arapahoe County awarded more than
$2.25 million in grants for 16 open space, parks
and trail projects. These projects include:

Arapahoe Park and Recreation District
Spring Creek Park Development, Phase III
With this project, Arapahoe Park and Recreation
District will complete the final phase of the
Spring Creek Park expansion. This 29-acre
multi-faceted park includes trails, 16 acres of
natural open space with wetlands, five play
fields, a playground, off-street parking and a
pavilion. Arapahoe Park and Recreation District
received a $250,000 grant for this project.

Kids beat the heat at Great Plains Park in Aurora

What Progress has Preserved
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City of Glendale
Seminary Park Addition
The City of Glendale received a $250,000 grant to
help develop open space that will give residents
a place for recreational activities or family
gatherings in the heart of the city. The park is
part of the larger 20-acre Infinity Park complex.
When you consider that nearly 16 percent of
Glendale residents do not have transportation to
access Arapahoe County open space, this project
provides a vital recreational amenity for people
to enjoy.

Weed control at Aurora Reservoir

City of Cherry Hills Village
John Meade Park Horse Arena Restoration
Cherry Hills Village sees the restoration of a high
quality, safe and accessible public horse arena
in the Village as an essential step in retaining its
unique equestrian and rural culture. With this
$27,900 grant, Cherry Hills Village was able to
restore and maintain the John Meade Park to a
standard that will encourage area equestrians to
take advantage of the free facility.

City of Englewood
South Platte River Bike/Pedestrian Bridges
A $250,000 grant gave the City of Englewood
the help it needed to install two bridges for
bicyclists, pedestrians and others using the Mary
Carter Greenway Trail along the South Platte
River. The Oxford Bridge in Sheridan separates
trail users from golfers, and a traffic control
circle will slow bike and golf cart traffic, thus
improving safety. The Dartmouth Bridge links
the Little Dry Creek Trial to the Mary Carter
Greenway Trail, replacing a route that used a
narrow sidewalk on the Dartmouth Avenue
Bridge.

John Meade Park Horse Arena in Cherry Hills Village

Asphalt Trail Overlay in Cherry Hills Village
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City of Greenwood Village
Highline Farm Conservation Easement
A $250,000 grant for the Highline Farm
Conservation Easement acquisition allows
Greenwood Village to preserve a critical
viewshed and wildlife habitat along the
premiere High Line Canal Trail. The easement
permanently protects roughly 20 acres forming
a crucial trail buffer and preventing further
residential development. In addition, it helps
preserve open grasslands that were part of the
original Rural Homestead Area of Greenwood
Village.
City of Greenwood Village
Marjorie Perry Nature Preserve
Equestrian Crossing
Greenwood Village received $110,000 to create
a designated equestrian crossing over the High
Line Canal in the Marjorie Perry Nature Preserve
to help manage traffic, reduce environmental
impacts and preserve the unique equestrian
features of the Preserve.

City of Glendale’s Infinity Park
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City of Sheridan
Persinger Community Park
In a partnership with Habitat for Humanity, the
City of Sheridan is using this $135,800 grant to
build a park to enhance the quality of life for
its northern residents. Located east of Federal
and north of West Hampden, Persinger Park
includes playground amenities, resting areas,
shaded picnic shelters and a pedestrian pathway
providing neighborhood access.
City of Sheridan
West Oxford Avenue at Hazel Court
Open Space Acquisition
With this $150,000 grant, Sheridan purchased
a .053 acre lot across the street from Sheridan
High School for open space. This purchase is the
first step in an overall project goal to acquire the
entire 4100 block of South Hazel Court, which
will link Sheridan High School to Sheridan
Middle Schools, as well as Sheridan School’s
athletic complex. Their vision is to create an area
that is shared by the City and School District
and provides safe passage for middle and high
school students between the two campuses.
Parker Jordan Metropolitan District
Broncos Parkway Trailhead Phase II
Improvements
In 2007, Parker Jordan received a grant for phase
one of this project to provide a connection to
the Cherry Creek Regional Trail from Broncos
Parkway. This trailhead is an important
enhancement to the Cherry Creek Regional Trail
in that it will deliver a high quality recreational
experience and protect the natural eco systems
of the corridor. The District received a $60,000
grant.

Highline Farm in Greenwood Village

Persinger Community Park in Sheridan prior to improvements

Smoky Hill Metro District
Gold Rush Park Renovation
The Smoky Hill Metropolitan District received
$30,400 to replace worn out playground
equipment and conduct necessary upgrades to
Gold Rush Park.

Future Broncos Parkway Trailhead site near Centennial

Gold Rush Park in Centennial

What Progress has Preserved
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South Suburban Parks and Recreation
Oxbow Trail Link Construction
This $244,000 grant completes the final link of
the Big Dry Creek Regional Trail and Greenway,
a quarter mile of a 10’ wide multi-use trail and
two pedestrian bridges – closing a critical gap
in the trail from the South Platte River to the
High Line Canal. The Big Dry Creek Trail serves
as a prime recreational corridor for nearby
neighborhoods and the business community.
South Suburban Parks and Recreation
Willow Creek Park Upgrade
Willow Creek Park in Centennial is in need of
improvements. Thanks to a $250,000 grant,
South Suburban will install a restroom, additional
parking, drainage improvements, park furniture,
trees, playground, picnic shelter, a turf
management plan for the eight athletic fields and
a walking path connected to a regional trail.

Residents take a leisurely stroll along the Big Dry Creek Trail in Littleton

The Hills at Cherry Creek near Greenwood Village prior to improvements
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The Hills at Cherry Creek Metro District
Hills Sports Courts and Fence Replacement
The Hills at Cherry Creek received a $74,800
grant to add a half-basketball court and replace
900’ of old split rail fence with a 6’ wrought iron
fence at the Hills Sports Courts. The grant also
allows The Hills at Cherry Creek to plant new
trees to replace those that are diseased or have
been removed.

Willow Creek Park in Centennial
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Progress of our Parks
Arapahoe County is making its parks more
enjoyable and working diligently to enhance
existing and future trail networks.

17 Mile House Farm Park is getting
a facelift

Once an important stage stop for travelers along
the historic Cherokee Trail, the 17 Mile House
Farm Park includes a 19th century “mile house”
and stage barn surrounded by 30 acres of open
space. It is one of the three remaining “mile
houses” along the Cherokee/Smokey Hill Trail, a
mid-19th century settlement route.
Throughout 2008, 17 Mile House Farm Park
underwent restoration. The 70 acres received
major clean up, including fencing and pasture
management. The house’s foundation was
stabilized and the roof and gutters were
replaced. A master plan was developed, which
includes a working farmhouse, picnic amenities
and a trailhead that leads to the Cherry Creek
Trail for residents enjoy. These enhancements
are scheduled to take place in the years to
come.

More than 80,000 visitors enjoy the
Fairgrounds and Regional Park
The Fairgrounds and Regional Park, built in
2006, received several enhancements in 2008.
Arapahoe County added announcer booths
for the rodeo and 4-H arenas, installed a
shade tent, built an outdoor livestock wash
rack, constructed stairs to the rodeo arena and
enhanced landscaping and signage. With a
variety of amenities available, it’s frequently
booked for meetings and events that attracted
more than 80,000 visitors in 2008.

The 2008 Arapahoe County Fair saw an 18
percent increase in attendance with more than
20,000 people enjoying a rodeo, demolition
derby, carnival rides, farm animals, concerts,
live entertainment and more. Parker Pig won the
race for Mayor of the Fair, which will be held
July 22 - 26, 2009 and promises to be a “squeal of
a deal.”

17 Mile House Farm Park preserves a piece of pioneering history

Working to improve trail connections
Arapahoe County understands the difficulties
trail users face when gaps in the trail force them
to take alternate routes on busy roadways and
the Arapahoe County Open Space Program is
helping to build the needed connections.

In 2008, Arapahoe County partnered with
different entities to help fund feasibility studies
for trail crossings at Arapahoe Road, the High
Line Canal at Iliff and Cherry Creek south of the
Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park. The results
of these studies will be used to determine trail
options and which are the best use of open space
funding.

Mutton Bustin’ at the 2008 Arapahoe County Fair

A Fairgrounds Master Plan, which outlines the
overall future development of the facility and
the 236 acres of protected natural habitat will be
completed in 2009.
What Progress has Preserved
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Prestigious Recognition
County earns Colorado Lottery
Starburst Conservation Award

In 2008, Arapahoe County received the Colorado
Lottery Starburst Award for their excellent use of
Lottery proceeds to promote the conservation of
Colorado’s natural resources and commitment to
the recreational needs of Colorado residents.
The County was honored with the award for
its use of $800,000 in lottery funds, acquired
through a grant from Great Outdoors Colorado,
to preserve more than 12,000 acres of sweeping
vistas and prairie views in eastern Arapahoe
County. Those funds were used to purchase a
$3.2 million conservation easement on Middle
Bijou Creek, and by doing so, forever protecting
this property from development.

Arapahoe County wins first place at
Fairs and Expositions conference

Arapahoe County won five awards through
the International Association of Fairs and
Expositions for its Red, White and Moo
marketing campaign, as well as a first place
award in the Association’s Agricultural Awards
program for a sponsor exhibit with Tagawa Gardens.
Marketing of the County Fair, overseen by the
County’s Communication Services Department,
received top honor – Best Overall Advertising
Campaign.

Arapahoe County also won a first place award
for a sponsor exhibit with Tagawa Gardens. As
a Silver Sponsor, Tagawa Gardens decorated
and arranged a 60’ x 60’ garden area focusing
on urban agriculture and a garden patio retreat.
Tagawa also provided a children’s gardening
booth, which included a planting area where
kids could plant a flower to take home.

Board of County Commissioners receive
Columbine Award for leadership

For their leadership and support of the County
Open Space Program over the last four years,
Arapahoe County Commissioners received the
Columbine Organizational Award presented by
the Colorado Parks and Recreation Association.

Parker Pig, Henry Horse and Connie Cow at Tagawa Gardens
during the 2008 Arapahoe County Fair video shoot

Arapahoe County was without an Open Space
Program until 2004. The program went from
concept to reality when the Board of County
Commissioners placed the measure on the
ballot in 2003, which created the County’s first
and only sales and use tax designated for open
space. In the last four years, the Board of County
Commissioners has initiated innovative and
encompassing conservation projects that Open
Space is working on today and into the future.

Arapahoe County Commissioners accept the Starburst
Conservation Award from Matt Robbins of the Colorado Lottery

A conservation easement protects Middle Bijou Creek Ranch, near Deer Trail, which is one of the largest conservation easements in Colorado
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Arapahoe County Open Space, Parks and Trails
Arapahoe County offers a variety of parks, trails
and open space areas. Unless otherwise noted,
please take the opportunity to enjoy the beauty
of Arapahoe County by visiting one of our parks
or trails. Your support of the Open Space sales
tax is making Arapahoe County a beautiful place
to live and enjoy.
Arapahoe County’s Open Space Program has
protected 15,025 acres of land and water and
manages 4.1 miles of trails.
For more information about our parks, trails and
open space areas, visit www.co.arapahoe.co.us
or call the Arapahoe County Open Space, Parks
and Trails division at 720-874-6500.

Parks

Arapahoe County Community Park
7900 S. Potomac St., Centennial, CO 80112
A 78-acre multiple use active sports park with
11 athletic fields, two lighted ball fields, five
picnic pavilions, four sand volleyball courts,
playground, perimeter concrete walking and
biking trail and restrooms.
Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park
7500 Jasper Ct., Centennial, CO 80112
A 75-acre educational nature preserve along the
Cherry Creek Regional Trail featuring natural
riparian areas, creek, native plant species, hiking,
ADA accessible trails, covered picnic gazebo and
public restrooms.

Welch Park
9015 E. Jewel Circle, Denver, CO 80231
A 3.66-acre neighborhood park with wildflower
beds and rolling grassy berms, numerous trees,
ADA accessible playground, turf grass play area,
picnic pavilion and loop walking trail.
17 Mile House Farm Park
8181 S. Parker Road, Centennial, CO 80116
An Arapahoe County Designated Heritage Area
along Cherry Creek and the historic Cherokee
Trail. This 70-acre property includes an 1860s
mile house, silo and barn along a historic stage
coach route to Denver. The historic structures are
undergoing renovation and stabilization. Open
by appointment only.

Welch Park

Arapahoe County Fairgrounds and Regional Park
25690 E. Quincy Ave, Aurora, CO 80016
An Arapahoe County Designated Heritage Area
that includes a multipurpose events center,
water tower, horse show arena and rodeo arena
on 236 acres.
The Arapahoe County Fair is July 22-26, 2009,
but the events center is open year-round for
indoor and outdoor community events. Open
space, trails and regional park currently under
development. For rental rates and information,
visit www.co.arapahoe.co.us.

Cheyenne/Arapaho Park

Cheyenne/Arapaho Park
9200 E. Iowa Ave, Denver, CO 80231
Officially named Tsistsistas-Hinono’einiihi’,
this 5-acre passive neighborhood park honors
the Plains Native American tribes. It includes
two connected loop/walking trails with several
park benches, a Cheyenne/Arapaho inspired
sculpture, turf grass play area and council
gathering ring.

Bronco busting during the rodeo at the 2008 Arapahoe County Fair
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Open Space

Kiowa Creek Open Space Park
Arapahoe County’s newest open space – 265
acres along Kiowa Creek near the Town of
Bennett – is being preserved for its excellent
views, wildlife habitat and passive recreational
opportunities that serve to protect the western
heritage of Arapahoe County. This park is
currently closed to the public until the Master
Planning process is complete.
Richmil Ranch Open Space Park
Three miles north of the Town of Deer Trail,
this 352 acres of pristine prairie is home to deer,
wild turkey, raptors and a variety of native plant
species. Richmil Ranch, also known as Helling
Ranch, is planned for a future open space park,
but currently is closed to the public until the
Master Planning process is complete.
West Bijou Creek Conservation Easement
South of Byers, the 1,363-acre West Bijou Creek
conservation easement forever protects a
family-owned working farm and ranch from
development. It connects to protected land
north and south of the farm and the Plains
Conservation Center. This property is not open
to the public.

Cattails at Wilson Creek near Deer Trail

Middle Bijou Creek Conservation Easement
Just southwest of Deer Trail, this 12,578-acre
conservation easement forever protects a
family-owned working farm and ranch
from development. It is among the largest
conservation easements in Colorado and is the
largest conservation easement ever funded in
the United States by the National Resource
Conservation Services through their Farm and
Ranchland Protection Program. This property is
not open to the public.

Trails

Cherry Creek Regional Trail
Three segments of this trail provide an
important link to the future Front Range Trail
system. One segment is located between Iliff and
Parker roads, another segment is located within
the Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park and the
final segment is located between the Arapahoe/
Douglas county line and the 17 Mile House Farm
Park.
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Residents enjoying a walk along the Mary Carter Greenway in Littleton
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Contact Information
Arapahoe County is served by a variety of parks
and recreation districts, city departments and open
space programs. If you have questions in your area,
please contact any of the following programs.
Arapahoe County Open Space, Parks and Trails
720-874-6500
www.co.arapahoe.co.us
Arapahoe County Recreation District
720-874-6500
www.co.arapahoe.co.us
Arapahoe Park and Recreation District
303-269-8400
www.aprd.org
Aurora Parks and Open Space
303-739-7160
www.auroragov.org
Bennett Park and Recreation District
303-644-5040
www.bennettrec.org
Byers Park and Recreation District
303-822-9766
Bow Mar
303-794-6065

www.bowmar.gov

Centennial Open Space, Parks and Trails
303-734-4567
www.centennialcolorado.com
Cherry Creek Vista Park and Recreation District
303-718-2599
www.ccvprd.org
Columbine Valley
303-795-1434

www.columbinevalley.org

Deer Trail Parks and Recreation
303-769-4464
www.deertrailcolorado.org
Englewood Parks and Recreation
303-762-2680
www.englewoodrec.org
Foxfield
303-680-1544

www.foxfieldco.us

Glendale Recreation Center
303-639-4711
www.glendale.co.us
Greenwood Village Parks, Trails and Recreation
303-486-5773
www.greenwoodvillage.com
Littleton Parks, Trails and Open Space
303-798-5131
www.littletongov.org

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Programs
303-762-2200
www.ci.sheridan.co.us
Smoky Hill Metro District Parks
303-693-3414
www.smokyhillmetrodistrict.org
Strasburg Metro Park and Recreation District
303-622-4260
www.strasburgparks.org
South Suburban Parks and Recreation District
303-798-5131
www.ssprd.org
Sundance Hills Swim and Tennis Club
303-779-4525
As Colorado’s first county, our vision is to be Your
County of Choice. By offering a variety of services
throughout the county, there are a multitude of
ways we work to serve you. If you need to reach
us, visit www.co.arapahoe.co.us or contact us at the
following phone numbers and e-mails.
Main Information
303-795-4400 • 303-738-7915 TDD
info@co.arapahoe.co.us
Assessor’s Office
303-795-4600 • 303-795-4645 TDD
assessor@co.arapahoe.co.us
Board of County Commissioners and
Administration
303-795-4630 • 303-795-4644 TDD
commissioners@co.arapahoe.co.us
Clerk and Recorder’s Office
303-795-4200 • 303-738-7890 TDD
clerk@co.arapahoe.co.us
www.arapahoevotes.com
Communication Services
Media and citizen inquiries
303-795-4284 • 303-795-4644 TDD
communicationservices@co.arapahoe.co.us
Community Resources
303-738-8040 • 303-738-8033 TDD
communityresources@co.arapahoe.co.us
Coroner’s Office
720-874-3625 • 303-738-7915 TDD
coroner@co.arapahoe.co.us

County and District Courts
County Court A (Littleton): 303-798-4591
County Court B (Aurora): 303-214-4000
District Court: 303-649-6355 • www.courts.state.co.us
Jury Information: 303-649-6318
jury03@judicial.state.co.us
www.18thjudicialdist.org/Arapahoe/
arapahoejury.htm
District Attorney’s Office
720-874-8500 • DA18@da18.state.co.us
www.arapahoeda.org
Fairgrounds and Regional Park
303-795-4955 • 303-738-7915 TDD
fairgrounds@co.arapahoe.co.us
Finance
303-795-4620 • 303-738-7915 TDD
finance@co.arapahoe.co.us
Human Resources
303-795-4482 • 303-795-4634 TDD
humanresources@co.arapahoe.co.us
Human Services
303-636-1130 • 303-636-1522 TDD
humanservices@co.arapahoe.co.us
Open Space, Parks and Trails
720-874-6500 • 720-874-6574 TDD
openspace@co.arapahoe.co.us
Public Trustee
303-730-0071 • 303-738-7915 TDD
publictrustee@co.arapahoe.co.us
Public Works and Development
720-874-6500 • 720-874-6574 TDD
publicworks@co.arapahoe.co.us
Sheriff’s Office
9-1-1 emergency • 303-795-4711 non-emergency
720-874-3337 TDD (Administration)
303-874-3525 TDD (Detentions)
sheriff@co.arapahoe.co.us
Treasurer’s Office
303-795-4550 • 303-795-4646 TDD
treasurer@co.arapahoe.co.us
Tri-County Health Department
303-220-9200 • www.tchd.org
What Progress has Preserved
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Open Space, Parks and Trails
10730 E. Briarwood Avenue
Centennial, CO 80112-3853
720-874-6500
www.co.arapahoe.co.us

Credits
Board of County Commissioners
Susan Beckman, District 1, Chairman
Jim Dyer, District 2, Chair Pro Tem
Rod Bockenfeld, District 3
Pat Noonan, District 4
Frank Weddig, District 5
Open Space and Trails Advisory Board
The seven-member Open Space and Trails Advisory Board
is responsible for reviewing proposed projects and making
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners on the
distribution of Open Space funds. Members are appointed by the
Board of County Commissioners and serve three-year terms.
Brian Bertsch, District 1
Marc Scott, District 2
Gary Pratt, District 3
Mike Rosser, District 4, Chairman
Ellen Belef, District 5
Bobbie Sheffield, At large
Bob LeGare, At Large - term expired 2009
Jack Cooper, At Large in 2009
Fairgrounds Steering Committee
The committee is responsible for providing input on the design
and use of the Fairgrounds and Regional Park. Members identify
community needs and promote community involvement. Committee
members are volunteers appointed by the Board of County
Commissioners and serve three-year terms.
Matthew Campbell
Lori Daniel
Wenda Dueck
Pat Gregory
Mary Madsen
Raylene Owen, Chairman
David Wentz

What Progress has Preserved was produced by the
Communication Services Department and Open Space, Parks
and Trails Program.
Communication Services Department
Andrea Rasizer, Editor
Nichole Parmelly, Editor
Liz Ellis, Creative Design
Open Space, Parks and Trails Program
Shannon Carter
Bob Toll
Jim Abendschan
Deanna Bockman
Daniel Einarsen
Debra Galle
Glen Poole
Jason Raedelli
Chuck Reno
Dee Seghers
Fred Shephard
Jim Smith
Photo Credits
Daniel Einarsen
Nichole Parmelly
Ellen Belef

Anthony Camera
Liz Ellis

For more information about Arapahoe County’s Open Space
Program, visit www.co.arapahoe.co.us, call 720-874-6500 or
e-mail openspace@co.arapahoe.co.us.
Efficiency in Government
This report was created, printed and distributed to you for just
13 cents a copy – that’s cheaper than a postage stamp and
just another innovative way Arapahoe County keeps you
informed of the accomplishments of your Open Space
program, and how we are doing more for less.

