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Study Session
March 25, 2019
The Arapahoe County Board of County Commissioners typically holds weekly Study Sessions on
Monday and Tuesday. Study Sessions (except for Executive Sessions) are open to the public
and items for discussion are included on this agenda. Agendas (except for Executive Sessions
agendas) are available through the Commissioners’ Office or through the County’s web site at
www.arapahoegov.com. Please note that the Board may discuss any topic relevant to County
business, whether or not the topic has been specifically noticed on this agenda. In particular, the
Board typically schedules time each Monday under “Committee Updates” to discuss a wide
range of topics. In addition, the Board may alter the times of the meetings throughout the day, or
cancel or reschedule noticed meetings. Questions about this agenda? Contact the
Commissioners’ Office at 303-795-4630 or by e-mail at commissioners@arapahoegov.com

Study Session Topics
9:00 A.M. Calendar Updates (WHR)
BoCC Administration Manager
9:45 A.M. BOCC Updates (WHR)
Board of County Commissioners
11:00 A.M. E-Team Update (WHR)
David Bessen,
Chair, E-Team
Director, Information Technologies
11:30 A.M. *Lobbyist Lunch (WHR)
BoCC
Ron Carl, County Attorney
Greg Romberg, Lobbyist
1:00 P.M. *Arapahoe Libraries Annual Update (WHR)
Annual update from the Arapahoe Libraries
Request: Information/Direction
Oliver Sanidas, Executive Director, Arapahoe Libraries
John Christofferson, Deputy County Attorney
Documents:
2019 ARAPAHOE LIBRARIES UPDATE PACKET.PDF

Oliver Sanidas, Executive Director, Arapahoe Libraries
John Christofferson, Deputy County Attorney
Documents:
2019 ARAPAHOE LIBRARIES UPDATE PACKET.PDF
2:00 P.M. Administrative Meeting - Shannon Carter (BoCC Conference Room)
Board of County Commissioners
3:00 P.M. *Drop In (WHR)
Board of County Commissioners
1. 2019 Open Space Grant Cycle Allocations Update
Update on the 2018 Sheridan Community Park Court Renovations grant project, and
discussion of a request that $500,000 in grant funding awarded for this projected be
allocated to the 2019 Open Space Grant cycle
Request: Information/Direction
Sandra Bottoms, Grants Program Specialist, Open Spaces
Shannon Carter, Director, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations
Todd Weaver, Budget Manager, Finance
Tiffanie Bleau, Senior Assistant County Attorney
Documents:
BSR_DI_2019 OS GRANT ALLOCATIONS UPDATE 3.25.19.PDF
2. 1475 South Quebec Way Land Donation Acceptance
Discussion of a request for direction on the acceptance of a .633-acre parcel of land
that will be donated to Arapahoe County for open space and park purposes
Request: Information/Direction
Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager, Open Spaces
Shannon Carter, Director, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations
Keith Ashby, Purchasing Manager, Finance
Tiffanie Bleau, Senior Assistant County Attorney
Documents:
BSR_DI_QUEBEC WAY OS_3.25.19.PDF
AREA MAP.PDF
PARCEL MAP.PDF
PHOTOGRAPH.PDF
3. GOCO Connect Grant Letter Of Support For The High Plains Trail/Cherry Creek
Regional Trail Connection Project
Discussion of a request for a letter of support from the Board of County
Commissioners in support of an Arapahoe County Open Space grant application for a
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Connect Grant for the High Plains Trail/Cherry
Creek Regional Trail Connection Project
Request: Information/Direction
Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager, Open Spaces
Shannon Carter, Director, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations
Todd Weaver, Budget Manager, Finance
Tiffanie Bleau, Senior Assistant County Attorney
Documents:
BOCC_DI_GOCO_LOS.PDF
HIGH PLAINS TRAIL CONNECTION GAP DETAILED MAP.PDF

Todd Weaver, Budget Manager, Finance
Tiffanie Bleau, Senior Assistant County Attorney
Documents:
BOCC_DI_GOCO_LOS.PDF
HIGH PLAINS TRAIL CONNECTION GAP DETAILED MAP.PDF
GOCO_CONNECT CONCEPT LOS_BOCC - DRAFT.PDF
4. Lone Tree Creek Trail Easement Request
Discussion of a request from the City of Centennial for a temporary construction
easement and permanent trail easement for the Lone Tree Creek Trail, which passes
through county property on the west side of the Arapahoe County Sheriff's Office
Administration Building along Lone Tree Creek
Request: Information/Direction
Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager, Open Spaces
Shannon Carter, Director, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations
Keith Ashby, Purchasing Manager, Finance
Tiffanie Bleau, Senior Assistant County Attorney
Documents:
BSR_DI_LTC EASEMENT_3.25.18.PDF
PERMANENT EASEMENT DETAIL.PDF
AERIAL VIEW.PDF
3:45 P.M. *Executive Session (WHR)
Executive Study Session and County Attorney Administrative Meeting [Section 24-6-402
(4)C.R.S.](As required by law, specific agenda topics will be announced in open meeting
prior to the commencement of the closed and confidential portion of this session) (WHR)
Ron Carl, County Attorney
* To Be Recorded As Required By Law
WHR - West Hearing Room

Arapahoe County is committed to making its public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.
Assisted listening devices are available. Ask any staff member and we will provide one for you.
If you need special accommodations, contact the Commissioners’ Office at 303-795-4630 or Relay
Colorado 711.
Please contact our office at least 3 days in advance to make arrangements.
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INCLUSIVITY

Arapahoe Libraries will strive
to be an inclusive and welcoming
environment for patrons by
featuring services and staff that
reflect our community’s diverse
background and interests.

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
AND LISTENING

Arapahoe Libraries will adapt
library space to optimize use
for community gatherings,
collaboration and creation,
while maintaining the
functionality to effectively
feature our collection and
offer spaces to study and read.

SPACE

Arapahoe Libraries will be
a champion for lifelong
learning by featuring
updated books, technology
and research materials to
enrich our community.

Arapahoe Libraries will
engage in a collaboration
plan with the community to
ensure that we are providing
relevant services and
resources for our community.

CHAMPION
FOR LIFELONG
LEARNING
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2019 STRATEGIC PLAN
INCLUSIVITY
Arapahoe Libraries will strive to be an inclusive and welcoming environment for patrons by featuring
services and staff that reflect our community’s diverse background and interests. In 2019, all staff will
participate in an inclusivity training and Arapahoe Libraries will continue to work with the Equity Project,
LLC to identify opportunities for inclusivity growth and improvement. The Inclusivity Guild, a committee
made up of Arapahoe Libraries staff, will identify objectives and work with management to develop
action plans for how to reach desired outcomes.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND LISTENING
Arapahoe Libraries will engage in a collaboration plan with the community to ensure that we are
providing relevant services and resources for our community. In 2019, Arapahoe Libraries will host and
participate in community conversations with both library users and non-users to determine how we can
positively enhance and serve our unique communities. Arapahoe Libraries also will partner with
organizations and businesses to identify opportunities for collaboration and communication to enrich
the communities we serve. The community engagement efforts completed in 2019 will contribute to the
2020 Strategic Plan.

SPACE
Arapahoe Libraries will adapt library space to optimize use for community gatherings, collaboration and
creation, while maintaining the functionality to effectively feature our collection and offer spaces to
study and read. Each library's space will be assessed to determine an optimal ratio of space dedicated to
the collection relative to the other types of gathering spaces available for the unique communities each
library serves.

CHAMPION FOR LIFELONG LEARNING
Arapahoe Libraries will be a champion for lifelong learning by featuring updated books, technology and
research materials to enrich our community. We will work with parents and caregivers to ensure young
children are ready for school by providing literacy-based programs. To understand and adapt to the
unique and evolving needs of our teens, staff will collaborate with this group to ensure that we offer
valuable services and programs. Arapahoe Libraries will maintain resources for our aging population and
offer home visits for our patrons who may not be able to visit the library. We will partner with local
business leaders, entrepreneurs and library patrons who work remotely to learn how library services can
enhance their professional needs. Arapahoe Libraries will explore innovative opportunities to provide
lifelong educational opportunities for our patrons.

2018 YEAR IN REVIEW
During the past year, Arapahoe Libraries worked to fulfill its 2018 Strategic Plan while
enhancing and introducing new organizational initiatives.
One of the major highlights this year for Arapahoe Libraries was the implementation of a finefree policy. The elimination of library fines, as we continue to look for ways to make the library
more accessible, has resulted in positive feedback from patrons.
The 2018 Strategic Plan outlined how libraries serve as champions of lifelong learning, provide
advisory services, further community engagement, ensure inclusivity and offer space for
community use. Each of the strategic plan initiatives inspired a variety of enhanced programs,
projects, partnerships, events and staff initiatives this past year, and will continue to do so in
2019.
Following are some highlights from 2018:

ADVISORY SERVICES “Arapahoe Libraries will expand the quality and quantity of
our personalized recommendation services to our patrons.”

HOLDSHELF SURPRISE
Holdshelf Surprise was an innovative advisory program that invited interested patrons to fill out
an online form, sharing their reading, watching and music listening tastes with expert librarians.
Patrons who signed up for this service found a surprise hold at their favorite library once a
month for six months. To help spread the word about this unique offering, we researched
which libraries needed extra promotions. Within hours of sending out a targeted email to our
12,500 Castlewood, Sheridan and Southglenn subscribers, the adult sign-ups completely filled
up. The results were happy patrons who discovered their next favorite book, movie or album.

CHAMPION FOR LIFELONG LEARNING “We will provide lifelong
educational opportunities, support, materials and training to help our patrons and the
community grow in literacy skills, including cultural literacy and technological literacy.”

AUTHOR VISITS
Arapahoe Libraries hosted many high-profile authors last year, including AJ Finn, Jamie Ford,
Dhonielle Clayton, Helen Thorpe, Cynthia Swanson, Laurie Halse Anderson and Camron Wright.
Young Adult author Laurie Halse Anderson shared her book Speak, a Printz honor title that
addresses the controversial topic of sexual assault. Several of the patrons who attended her
presentation took the opportunity to share their personal stories and let Anderson know how
much the book had impacted them. Anderson further reinforced the idea of the library as a safe

space where everyone is welcome. This past year we also began recording author events and
publishing the videos on our YouTube channel with the goal of making our author presentations
more accessible to patrons.
SUMMER READING
Our libraries were full this past summer with participants in the summer reading program. A
total of 12,622 patrons participated, including 2,519 children under the age of five, 6,919
children between ages 5-12, 1,453 teens and 1,731 adults. Programs during the summer were
also extremely popular. In June and July, 21,721 children attended 826 programs, 406 teens
attended 35 programs and 2,777 adults attended 276 programs. Teen volunteers provided a
total of 5,441 hours in support of summer reading. On the website, the register for summer
reading page received 9,526 unique page views. All summer reading pages combined (including
blogs, sponsors page, etc.) totaled 11,488 unique page views.
EXPLORATION CHALLENGE: INTRODUCING LIBRARY SERVICES TO SENIORS
We invited patrons of all ages, especially seniors, to participate in the Exploration Challenge
January 2-June 1. The Exploration Challenge was a contest presented as a brochure listing
services and resources offered through Arapahoe Libraries. Patrons could choose from taking
an online course, booking a librarian, attending a library event, creating a personalized reading
list and more. Patrons picked seven of ten challenges to complete by June 1 and were entered
in a drawing for a Kindle Fire and other prizes. Exploration Challenge was such a hit, we plan to
feature the contest again in 2019.
THE EXPLORATION PASS OFFERED FREE ADMISSION TO AREA MUSEUMS
Arapahoe Libraries continued to offer passes to area museums and attractions. This past year’s
offerings included the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, Wings Over the Rockies Air and
Space Museum, Butterfly Pavilion, Clyfford Still Museum, Dinosaur Ridge, Four Mile Historic
Park, Molly Brown House Museum, Morrison Natural History Museum and Rocky Mountain
Quilt Museum. Arapahoe Libraries also partnered with Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space
Museum this fall to offer $1 off admission for Arapahoe Libraries card holders, including access
to the traveling aerospace exhibition “Above and Beyond.”
SENIOR RESOURCE FAIR AT KOELBEL LIBRARY
A variety of local and government agencies came together at Koelbel Library to showcase
information about the services they provide to seniors in our community. During the two hours
of the fair, we hosted more than 180 patrons as they visited many booths including Arapahoe
County Sheriff's Office, Arapahoe County Housing, Colorado Talking Book Library, South
Suburban Parks and Recreation and more. This event was co-sponsored by Centennial Senior
Commission.

EARLY LITERACY SPEAKER HITS THE MARK WITH PARENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE
Renowned pediatrician, degreed librarian and medical director for Reach Out and Read,
Dr. Dipesh Navsaria shared his insights with nearly 300 parents, teachers, children’s librarians
and community members during his presentations at Smoky Hill and Koelbel Libraries in August.
Koelbel’s evening featured a V.I.P. meet and mingle for stakeholders prior to the public talk. For
our Spanish-speaking parents, both events offered interpretation services.
FAMILY PLACE LIBRARIES
Sheridan, Koelbel and Smoky Hill Libraries are pleased to have received official recertification
from our partner, the national Family Place Libraries™. Through Family Place Libraries, we
continue to serve our communities with welcoming, family-centered spaces, recurring parent
and child workshops, as well as strategic engagement with community experts and early
childhood partners. To build awareness, we developed a printed piece this past year to
introduce families to our spaces. We are excited to begin moving forward with the initiative to
support our youngest patrons and families in the Eloise May Library service area very soon.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND LISTENING “Arapahoe Libraries
will participate in community conversations about local issues, elicit feedback regarding our
library services and form beneficial partnerships with outside organizations.”

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CAMPAIGN
In 2018, Arapahoe Libraries kicked off a multi-year, intentional listening campaign to align
library services and resources with the goals and aspirations of the communities we serve, in
order to set Arapahoe Libraries up for future success. Ultimately, we hope that our
communities see Arapahoe Libraries as an essential part of the community infrastructure and a
key partner to a healthy, thriving community.
The pilot conversations centered around four exercises designed to determine what
participants love about their community, what could be improved and how the library can help
them feel like they are winning at life.
These community conversations will inform the plan for the Community Engagement Campaign
in 2019. We anticipate adding other creative ways to listen to our community, along with
additional community conversations with varied and diverse groups of stakeholders.

INCLUSIVITY “In the spirit of respecting our diverse community, Arapahoe Libraries will
offer an inclusive and welcoming environment to all members of our community by
collaborating with various groups to offer services and staff that reflect diverse backgrounds
and interests.”

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION OUTREACH SPECIALIST
To better support our strategic initiative around inclusivity, we developed and hired a new
position – Diversity and Inclusion Outreach Specialist. The role of this new position is to help
facilitate the inclusivity trainings for staff and support inclusive programs. The specialist will
also interface in the community for better understanding and communication.
THE EQUITY PROJECT AND INCLUSIVITY GUILD
We hired the Equity Project, a consulting firm selected to work with Arapahoe Libraries over
the next two years to assist us with inclusivity. Led by Dr. Nita Mosby Tyler, The Equity Project
spearheaded and led several staff trainings to kick off our inclusivity strategic initiative. In June,
Dr. Nita presented a “Deconstructing Equity” training for Inclusivity Guild members. The guild
later applied the definitions they learned to our ongoing inclusion discussion in six areas of
diversity: race and ethnicity; religion, spirituality and world view; ability and accessibility; class
and socioeconomic; immigration, language and culture; and ageism. The guild is
also developing vision and mission statements to inform inclusivity for the district.
LIBRARY FOR ALL
Library for All is a social program with a focus on crafts, geared for our patrons with
developmental disabilities. The program is open to everyone in our communities to offer a
place for learning, fun and mingling for people with all abilities. Library for All was so popular at
Smoky Hill Library that it is now also offered at Eloise May Library, where it has a faithful
following.
SPANISH AND RUSSIAN WEBSITE LANDING PAGES
Our website now includes two new pages dedicated to showing the services we offer for
Spanish and Russian speaking patrons. These can be accessed at the bottom of our website,
under “I Speak.”

SPACE “Arapahoe Libraries will further adapt library spaces to accommodate community

gatherings, areas to collaborate and places to create. We will also look outside of our walls to
how we can bring the library experience to the community.”
ELOISE MAY LIBRARY CHILDREN’S AREA EXPANSION
Eloise May Library’s newly expanded children’s area opened in June to the delight of our
youngest patrons. In July, we celebrated with a community party featuring live music. The
space gives kids a place to be kids, while decreasing noise and activity in the library’s main area.
A large, high-ceilinged room offers a dedicated area for storytimes and children’s events, which
proved to be such a bustling success that we later added acoustic clouds and sound baffling
panels to soften noise levels. A colorful, inviting mural adorns the walls and was inspired by
children’s book illustrator Rafael López, who we collaborated with to create the art. The mural
visually reflects the library’s cultural diversity. Adding to the welcoming feel is the use of natural
light throughout the area.

CITY OF CENTENNIAL PARTNERSHIP AND NEW INTERACTION LAB
Arapahoe Libraries and the City of Centennial have partnered to create the Interaction Lab, an
interactive exhibit located at the Southglenn Library. The Interaction Lab introduces the
concept of Universal Design, which creates environments or products that are accessible and
benefit everyone, regardless of age or ability. Universal Design is especially important to those
wanting to remain in their home as they age. Smart-home technology and other Universal
Design concepts are featured in the Interaction Lab.
DAVIES LIBRARY IN DEER TRAIL RELOCATING ALONG WITH SCHOOL
Throughout the past year, we worked closely with Deer Trail School as they broke ground on
the new school building. We have a strong relationship with the school in Deer Trail, as well as a
long history with the community that helped start the Arapahoe Library District in 1966 and
were pleased that they invited Davies Library to relocate along with them to the new school
building. We are busy working with the construction team and MOA Architecture on the new
space, including planning and furniture needs, slated to open in August 2019.
NEW KELVER LIBRARY
In response to increasing community need, Arapahoe Libraries has been working diligently on
plans and negotiations with the intention of building a new library in Byers, Colorado. In 2019,
the focus will be on library design and planning, with construction slated to begin in 2020.
Adolfson & Peterson Construction and OZ Architecture were selected to lead the planning,
design and construction of the new library, currently slated to be a 10,000 square-foot building.
The size, which is approximately the same as the Sheridan Library, will accommodate a
projected population growth for the area.
CASTLEWOOD REMODEL
Plans are also underway to begin a remodel of the Castlewood Library in 2019. The remodel will
include upgrades to infrastructure, such as the HVAC system, as well as reconfiguration of the
space to better match its various uses. In addition, the Castlewood remodel will include work
on the external face of the building. Adolfson & Peterson Construction and OZ Architecture
were also selected as the design and construction team for this project.
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Board Summary Report
Date:

March 25, 2019

To:

Board of County Commissioners

Through:

Shannon Carter, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations Director

From:

Sandra Bottoms, Grants Program Specialist

Subject:

2019 Open Space Grant Cycle Allocations Update

Direction/Information
Open Spaces staff will provide an update on the 2018 Sheridan Community Park Court Renovations grant
project; and request that $500,000 in grant funding awarded for this project be reallocated to the 2019 Open
Space Grant cycle.
Request and Recommendation
Request approval to move forward with the proposed reallocation of funds to the 2019 Open Space Grant cycle.
Background
South Suburban Park and Recreation District (SSPRD) was awarded a 2018 Arapahoe County Open Space Grant
in the amount of $500,000 for Sheridan Community Park Court Renovations. The goal of this project was to
renovate the park’s 40-year old tennis courts, replacing the cracked asphalt surfacing with post-tension concrete
and reconfiguring the court area to include two tennis courts and eight pickleball courts. The proposal had
strong support from the community as evidenced by a well-attended public meeting and a support letter from
local tennis and pickleball players including more than 100 signatures.
Sheridan Community Park is located on land that is leased from Sheridan School District #2. The current lease
expires in 2027; however, at the time of the grant award, SSPRD was in negotiations with the school district to
extend the lease an additional 11 years, through 2038. The grant application included a letter from the school
district expressing support for the proposed project.
After six months of negotiations between SSPRD and the school district regarding the lease extension, the
school district has denied SSPRD’s request to extend the lease. SSPRD and County staff agree that the limited
time remaining on the current lease does not justify the proposed investment of more than $730,000 into the
site. SSPRD maintained frequent and honest communication with Open Spaces staff throughout the lease
negotiation process, and has submitted a letter to the County formally relinquishing the grant funds (attached).
Links to Align Arapahoe
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Improve Services
Optimize Use of Financial Assets
Improve and Align Business Processes
Improve Park, Trail, and Open Space Opportunities
Improve Communication and Stakeholder Input

BoCC Drop-In Item, March 25, 2019

Discussion
Staff recommends reallocating the $500,000 in grant funds awarded for the Sheridan Community Park Court
Renovations project to the 2019 Open Space Grant cycle. Conversations with grant applicants over the past
several months indicate that the current grant cycle will be highly competitive, with many large standard grant
requests expected for high quality projects. Staff believes that increasing the amount of funding available for
the 2019 grant cycle is the best way to ensure that we are addressing the current needs of our local agency
partners and maximizing the positive impact of the Open Space Grants program.
In September 2018, the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) approved an allocation of $4 million for the
2019 grant cycle. If approved, this additional funding will bring the total available funding for 2019 to $4.5
million to be awarded as follows:
•
•
•

Seven or More (previously Six or More) Standard Grants: $100,001 to $500,000, 25% minimum cash
match
Up to Five Small Grants: $1,000 to $100,000, 10% minimum cash match
Up to Five Planning Grants: $1,000 to $100,000, 10% minimum cash match

Alternatives
Recommend approval, approval with changes, or denial of request to reallocate funding.
Fiscal Impact
There is no fiscal impact to the County. If approved, $500,000 will be reallocated to the 2019 grant cycle making a total
of $4.5 million available for grants in 2019.
Concurrence
On February 25, 2019, the Open Space and Trails Advisory Board (OSTAB) made a recommendation to the BoCC
(attached) to move forward with the suggested reallocation of $500,000 in relinquished grant funding to the 2019
Open Space Grant cycle.
Attorney Comments
None
Reviewed By
Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager
Shannon Carter, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations Director
Tiffanie Bleau, Assistant County Attorney
Janet Kennedy, Finance Director
Attachments
OSTAB Recommendation – February 25, 2019
Letter from SSPRD relinquishing Sheridan Community Park Court Renovations grant
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Date:

February 25, 2019

To:

Board of County Commissioners

From:

Open Space and Trails Advisory Board (OSTAB)

Subject:

2019 Open Space Grant Allocations Update

OSTAB Recommendation:
I move we recommend to the BOCC reallocation of $500,000 in relinquished grant funding from the 2018
Sheridan Community Park Court Renovations project to the 2019 Open Space Grant cycle, bringing the total
available funding for 2019 to $4.5 million.
Motion by: Linda Strand
Seconded by: Grider Lee
Vote:

_5__ Yes
_0__ No
_1__ Absent and Excused
_0__ Abstain

December 28, 2018
Shannon Carter, Director
Arapahoe County Open Spaces
6934 South Lima Street Unit A
Centennial, CO 80112
Re: Sheridan Community Park Court Renovations 2018 Standard Grant Relinquishment
Dear Shannon,
South Suburban was awarded a $500,000 Standard Grant in the 2018 grant funding cycle for the Sheridan
Community Park Court Renovations. As you are aware, the District holds a lease for the Sheridan
Community Park with the Sheridan School District which expires in eight years. For the past six months the
District has tried to negotiate an extension to the lease for 15-years, but the School District denied the
request without any explanation behind their decision.
Due to Sheridan School District’s decision to not extend the lease, South Suburban has eliminated all capital
funding for facilities within Sheridan Community Park due to the uncertain future public access to the park.
South Suburban is formally relinquishing the 2018 $500,000 Standard Grant for the Sheridan Community
Park Court Renovations.
Please let us know if you have any questions or need additional information.
Sincerely,

Brett Collins, Director of Planning and Development
cc
Rob Hanna, Executive Director
Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager
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Board Summary Report
Date:

March 13, 2019

To:

Board of County Commissioners

Through:

Shannon Carter, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations Director

From:

Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager

Subject:

1475 S. Quebec Way Land Donation

Direction/Information: To seek direction on the acceptance of a .633-acre parcel of land that will be donated to
Arapahoe County for open space and park purposes.
Request and Recommendation
Arapahoe County Open Spaces staff recommends that the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) approve
acceptance of a .633-acre parcel along South Quebec Way within the Arapahoe County Recreation District that
will be donated to Arapahoe County by Denver Water for open space and park purposes.
Background
The Denver Water Board recently declared a parcel located at 1475 S. Quebec Way as surplus land and wishes to
donate the parcel to Arapahoe County Open Spaces. Denver Water and Arapahoe County Open Spaces desire to
use the land for park and open space purposes. The property has never been developed, is currently vacant,
and would be a good addition to Arapahoe County Open Spaces’ inventory of park and open space properties.
Links to Align Arapahoe
Improve Services
Optimize Use of Financial Assets
Improve Park, Trail, and Open Space Opportunities
Enhance Quality of Life
Discussion
Staff believes this is a good opportunity to acquire parkland/open space in an area that Arapahoe County Open
Spaces already owns and manages a number of open spaces, parks, trails, and trailheads. The property is
surrounded by high-density residential development that currently lacks a community garden, dog park, and
playground (see attached map that shows the parcel and surrounding context). Denver Water requests that
Open Spaces develop the property as a small community park / open space within five years, and Arapahoe
County Open Spaces believes this timeframe is reasonable. If the BOCC approves this acquisition, Open Spaces
will do a small community outreach/planning assessment in the upcoming years to determine what amenities
the immediately surrounding community desires on this property.
In addition to providing recreational benefits to the community, there will also be a significant pedestrian safety
benefit of acquiring the property. The adjacent properties along Quebec Way have sidewalks, while this parcel
lacks sidewalk, curb, and gutter. The Arapahoe County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan identified this
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mobility gap. Acquiring the property from Denver Water will allow Arapahoe County to install a sidewalk in
addition to creating a new park/open space amenity in the community.
Alternatives
Approve or deny the request.
Fiscal Impact
The fiscal impact of taking ownership of the parcel will be relatively small due to the number of properties
Arapahoe County Open Spaces already owns and manages in the immediate vicinity.
Concurrence
None
Attorney Comments
None
Reviewed By:
Josh Tenneson
Grants and Acquisitions Manager
Shannon Carter
Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations Director
Tiffanie Bleau
Assistant County Attorney
Janet Kennedy
Finance Director
Attachments:
1. Parcel Map
2. Area Map (Property Outlined in Red)
3. Photograph
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Board Summary Report
Date:

March 13, 2019

To:

Board of County Commissioners

Through:

Shannon Carter, Open Spaces Department Director

From:

Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager

Subject:

Great Outdoors Colorado Connect Grant Letter of Support for the High Plains
Trail/Cherry Creek Regional Trail Connection Project

Direction/Information: Provide information and request a letter of support from the Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) in support of an Arapahoe County Open Space grant application for a Great
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Connect Grant for the High Plains Trail/Cherry Creek Regional Trail
Connection Project.
Request and Recommendation
Open Spaces staff recommends that the BOCC issue a letter of support for a Great Outdoors Colorado
(GOCO) Connect Grant application for the High Plains Trail/Cherry Creek Regional Trail Connection
Project.
Background
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) invests a portion of Colorado Lottery proceeds to help preserve and
enhance the state's parks, trails, wildlife, rivers and open spaces. GOCO is currently running a
competitive trails grant cycle, known as the GOCO Connect Initiative, and GOCO requires that applicants
obtain letters of support from their governing bodies for their applications. Open Spaces requests that
the BOCC issue a letter of support for a Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Connect Grant for the High
Plains Trail/Cherry Creek Regional Trail Connection Project.
Links to Align Arapahoe
Increase Intergovernmental Cooperation
Increase Community and Regional Partnerships
Improve Park, Trail and Open Space Opportunities
Optimize Use of Resources
Enhance Quality of Life
Discussion
The easternmost portion of the Denver Metro Area - especially the area surrounding E-470 within
Arapahoe and Douglas Counties - is largely isolated from the rest of the Denver Metro Area's open space,
bicycle, and pedestrian network. Many bicyclists and pedestrians have to travel on or along busy
roadways and make numerous at-grade crossings to access the regional trail network to the west
(including trails like the Centennial Trail, Cherry Creek Regional Trail, High Line Canal Trail, and South
Platte/Mary Carter Greenway Trail). Furthermore, E-470, Parker Road, and many other roadways act as
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significant barriers to east-west connectivity altogether. Compounding this issue is the rapidly expanding
population of the area. The City of Aurora, Town of Parker, City of Centennial, and surrounding portions
of unincorporated Arapahoe and Douglas Counties are all experiencing significant population growth.
A new regional trail, the High Plains Trail, is being developed along the E-470 corridor. The trail is part of
the recent E-470 Widening Project. The E-470 Public Highway Authority designed, funded, and
constructed the regional trail from Quincy Avenue to approximately the county line between Arapahoe
and Douglas Counties during the road-widening project in 2018 (and Arapahoe County Open Spaces and
E-470 are currently making five important local connections to this existing segment of trail). This trail
will ultimately continue to the Adams County line to the north adjacent to E-470 (construction planned
for 2020/21) and will connect to the Cherry Creek Regional Trail on the south via the proposed project.
However, the recently developed segment of the High Plains Trail is currently isolated from the rest of
the Denver regional trail network - and so are area residents - which is why this project is so important
and urgent.
We preliminarily estimate that the project will cost approximately $7,000,000 to construct. Arapahoe
County has already secured $2,000,000 in DRCOG Regional TIP funding. We plan to request an additional
$2,000,000 from GOCO through the proposed Connect Initiative grant application. The project partners
(including Arapahoe County Open Spaces, Douglas County, City of Aurora, Town of Parker, and E-470
Public Highway Authority) will share the remaining $3,000,000 project cost.
Alternatives
Approve, modify, or deny the request.
Fiscal Impact
There is no fiscal impact at this time. Open Spaces will make a formal funding request for this project
later in 2019.
Attorney Comments
None
Reviewed By
Shannon Carter, Director
Intergovernmental Relations and Open Spaces
Tiffanie Bleau
Assistant County Attorney
Josh Tenneson
Grants and Acquisitions Manager
Janet Kennedy, Director
Finance
Attachments
Project Area Map
Draft Letter of Support
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Board Summary Report
Date:

March 14, 2019

To:

Board of County Commissioners

Through:

Shannon Carter, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations Director

From:

Josh Tenneson, Grants & Acquisitions Manager

Subject:

Lone Tree Creek Trail Easement Request

Direction/Information
To provide information regarding the request from the City of Centennial for a temporary construction easement
and permanent trail easement for the Lone Tree Creek Trail, which passes through county property on the west
side of the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office Administration Building along Lone Tree Creek.
Request and Recommendation
Staff requests approval from the Board of County Commissioners (“BoCC”) to grant a temporary construction
easement and permanent trail easement to the City of the Centennial across county property for the purposes of
constructing a regional trail. Staff also requests that the Board of County Commissioners authorize Shannon
Carter, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations Director, to sign the easements upon approval as to the
form by the County Attorney’s Office.
Background
Arapahoe County Open Spaces collaborated with the City of Centennial to fund a trail alignment study for the
Lone Tree Creek Trail. The study determined that the trail, which will run between Broncos Parkway and Cherry
Creek State Park along Lone Tree Creek, will have to pass through county-owned property on the west side of the
Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office Administration Building (see the attached survey and map for further details).
The trail will be constructed, owned, and managed by the City of Centennial. Arapahoe County needs to grant a
permanent trail easement and temporary construction easement to the City of Centennial before the City can
construct the trail later this year.
Links to Align Arapahoe
Increase Intergovernmental Cooperation
Increase Community and Regional Partnerships
Improve Park, Trail and Open Space Opportunities
Optimize Use of Resources
Enhance Quality of Life
Discussion
Open Spaces staff have evaluated the easement requests and will work with the County Attorney’s Office as to
the form of the easements. Furthermore, Open Spaces reached out to the Facilities and Fleet Management
Department and both the former and current Sheriff’s Office administrations to make them aware of the project
plans. Centennial desires to begin constructing the trail in mid-2019.
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Alternatives
Approve, delay, modify, or deny the request.
Fiscal Impact
There is no fiscal impact to the County.
Attorney Comments
None
Reviewed By
Josh Tenneson, Grants and Acquisitions Manager
Shannon Carter, Open Spaces and Intergovernmental Relations Director
Tiffanie Bleau, Assistant County Attorney
Janet Kennedy, Finance Director
Attachment
1. Permanent Easement Survey
2. Aerial View
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